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Subject: EEQUETIDW EEEEE CAR RACING £ 15 ;
Dear Walt: TR R NEY £oaglie et
_A6G-203-327 #f ntu ' :
Thank you for the infﬂrmatmn regarding auét.t:alii'.a C :r.rarmui‘ ek
racetracka. With the available data, we calculated that at.qn T
Bathhurst a VF Pacer eguipped with a 340 engine and #-ﬁpemf‘ S
manual transmission Whould be capable of 2:50 minute lapﬂ. ; . :
Improvements in the engine to,375 horsepower should cut ancther -
5 seconds off the lap time, considering no handliﬂéfimpraﬂangqta.
Alzo note that on a course like Bathhurst, and even more . sb on
the Katoomba Track, =moadability characteristics are as ;mpq:tant et

--.-':i-"
a3 engine output. Based on the above conclusions,. ya CAR B8Y.

"Yes, Chrysler Australia can build a competitive race car." ¥ 3_1
Now, what exactly dges it take to do the job? L L L e g
Since Australian racers will lack experience with this \ e =
zutomobile, your cars will have to carry a more refined’ :
specification thapn the competition, in ﬂrdlr o win. your sharﬂ__-f

of races the first year out. There is an old saying that you’
lose the first year, find out what you did wrong the. seﬂnnﬁﬂ .ﬁ%e
yaar, and win a few the third year. Chart #1 and #2 list t* é;ﬂ
77 specifications fo¥ tha cars we would cdonsider minimum and inmr“f"'
tefinements for a limited production car. Thers is 11t€1= ﬂnuht e
that the minimum Bpﬂﬂlflcatlﬂn car would have baen. barilq' Rt 53
competitive in this years' racg. As Eor next year, thﬂrﬂ can f_:
be no doubt Jht that the competition ‘will improve. The:maximum :
spekification carswill reflect nearly the maximun road holding o '
ability consistgnt with standard 'A' body ausﬂena.rnﬁ ﬁ:nflgqratinns “"'
The engine specification :Ef]auta a shrewd choice of whmt;ﬁ &
Lo obtain a sizeable gutputb lmDIqVEmEﬂt at a rﬂasunahgagqgg;+_,u.
The ideal spacification of your race car will :be sgmewhere :
hetween these two extremes. I1f we were to write the spacificaticons
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for a race car without any additional information, it would
have to be the #2 car. To avoid an overgpecified car and its
needlessly high costs, it is pnecessary to do some actual
evaluation of your racing conditions.

I have located in Detroit a 1967 road race prepared Barracuda.
It belongs to Product Planning, and since its retirement as

a race car, has been used for brake tests. Since it was
about to be scrapped, Product Planning will give it to you. .
It was campaigned in the 1967 Trans-Am Circuit and was quite
successful until the Mustangs obtained more power. The carx
griginally ran with a 273 engine. I estimate it will cost
about $1,500 to equip it with a fresh 340 engine, restare the
brake system, and any other parts that may not be up. to spuff.
The car could then be shipped to Australia. The specifications
of the car as it would be shipped are on chart #3.

Once in Australia, this carx would be the platform for all the
race car development work. Your drivers wguld evaluate the car
on the awvailable racetracks, and we would be able to learn

the "state of the art" of Australian racing. The best feature
of the car [outside the price} is that virtually all its
performance and durability characteristics are known. It has
competed in several 12 hour races. After some runndng of this
carl on your ctracks, we should be able to write a first class
specification for your racing cars. Obviously, this car will
cost infinitely less than any other prototype and would be of
tremendous value. We would expect another car to be built in
Australia by your people well in advance of the first race of
the season. T

It is recommended that two people accompany the car to Australia
for the tests. Both would be expert racers. One would dcguaint
your racers in the finer points of the test car, and evaluate
these people with respect to the operation of a well coordinated
team. The other person would evaluate the performance aspects of
the testing project and write the specifications for the
production cars. This person would follow special-procurement

af the parts in the U.S. to assure timely shipment.



W. K. McPherson . =~ - Rl
‘Letter #10lu-154-39%3, Page 3 ST S
Novemher 7, 295 . e

; _ i .m,:-_. :
I estimate the test car could be prepamd. anﬁ :e:a&}t fc:r-%#him

4 weeks after IECEJ_'I.I':r_ng‘ your- "iﬂ“'ﬁhﬁaﬂa.v I'I'Eﬂt'im_:j' iII Lu&. _t ,g”
could commence mﬂiatelf ~a£‘k‘¢1‘ Ln'ti].&s,.-.-f}enﬂ‘ H P e 2 Mg
favorable ‘Teply. Rllﬂrw.tng one “,m-un’é. fui‘ té#t‘:'

of the apecial parts would. begj‘.xr 1‘11 Fahxugnﬁl'_
adeguate time ft:rr an &:darly Erﬂgram. 'cm-,:a-r

of this. npexat_u.nn, all the time availahla atn.mt

- ‘utilized. s o L
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